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cause Olga to change her mind. He foolishly
imagined that she would so miss her piano and the
luxury to which she had become accustomed that, in
order to be restored to favour, she would soon beg for
forgiveness and promise compliance.
Lakshmi waited upon Olga devotedly in her new
quarters. In spite of the ayah's attentions, Olga was
driven to the verge of insanity by the knowledge that she
was a prisoner, and the propinquity of the late Maharaja's
concubines, old harridans with withered breasts, dis-
tended bellies, cavernous mouths, blackened fangs, aad
gums stained red with betel juice. Had she known of a
sure, swift method of ending her life, Olga would have
resorted to it without a moment's hesitation.
At the end of four months, a certain measure of respite
came to Olga from an unexpected quarter. At the
beginning of October, the time of Dasahara arrived.
This great Hindu festival was always an occasion for
resplendent rejoicing in Ghanapur State. During the
first nine days, called Navaratra, the Brahman priests
were kept busy reciting prayers in honour of Durga, one
of the manifestations of the wife of Siva, for the tenth day
commemorates her slaughter of the buffalo-headed
demon Maheshasur. It was customary on the tenth and
kst day of Dasahara for the Maharani, whose name wasl
Durga, to hold a reception for the women folk of the
Ghanapur nobles, and at this function the Princess
always tried to impress her guests with her superior
wealth and grandeur. For several weeks before Dasahara
of 1921, the Maharani had been looking forward to
displaying the diamonds that had been part of her dowry,
for she felt sure that the Ghanapur ladies would be
overwhelmed with envy, when they saw the gems in the
new platinum settings which so much enhanced their
beauty,
On the evening of the eighth day of Dasahara^ when,
from the latticed window of her wretched room, Olga was